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In May 2012, thirty people attended the first
meeting forming the Friends of the Black Run
Preserve. In October 2013, sixty people at-
tended the Visioning Event helping to create
our Concept Plan for the Black Run Preserve.

In October 2014, eighty people attended the
presentation of the Concept Plan at the Mu-
nicipal Building. A direct outcome of that
show of support was an invitation to submit
our top priority items to the Township for
consideration in the 2015 municipal budget.

Photo: 2014 Presentation of Concept Plan at Municipal Bldg.
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Now, we need a hundred people to demon-
strate their care and concern for the future of
the Black Run Preserve by supporting our
Fall Fundraiser. In order to bring our Con-
cept Plan priorities to fruition, the Friends of
the Black Run Preserve need to demonstrate
the willingness of its constituency to support
this fundraiser, which will help raise the
$24,000 in matching funds needed for an
anticipated Recreational Trails Program
grant.

Join us on October 23, 2015 in celebration of
our successes, recognize our volunteers, and
honor a Best Friend of the Black Run Pre-
serve, Carleton Montgomery, Executive Di-
rector of Pinelands Preservation Alliance,

our parent organizatio
vision that laid the foundation for the

Friends of the Black Run Preserve. Please

help us continue building upon that founda-

tion.

Fall Fundraiser Celebration Dinner

Y Friday, Oct. 23 from 6:30pm -10:30pm
4T
hiia Buy tickets now:
http://blackrun.org/fall -fundraiser/
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ing our 2nd Photo Contest starting
October 20th!
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The top 3 winners will win prizes!

Learn more about it by visiting:
http://blackrun.org/photo -contest/
or check it out on Facebook starting
October 20th.
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Get your cameras ready!
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L to R: Mike, Daniel, Linda, Ann, Amy, and Brian
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Letter from

October 2015

Dear Friends,

We are on the precipice of success in
reaching our long -sought priority goal.
With the support of another REI
Community Grant, FBRP is working
with Evesham Township officials to
close off illegal vehicular access to the
Preserve by installing gates, bollards,
and cables. This REI grant will also
allow FBRP to continue following our
Concept Plands outl
expansion, improving signage, and
bridge replacements.

Additional good news is Evesham
Township will conduct a wetlands
delineation of the Preserve. Thisis a
required first step toward much needed
trailheads/parking lots. The wetlands
delineation will determine where the
trailheads can be located. Hopefully, a
basic trailhead (no bathroom) can be
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Over the past few months, the trail crew
volunteers have been hard at

work. New signage, new trails and new
trail extensions, particularly on the west
side of the BRP, have created more ac-
cess to the beauty of the Black Run Pre-
serve. Some of the work has created
Nature Trail spurs that lead to bogs for
quiet contemplation and observation of
native species like heron, beaver, and
frogs; while others such as the 5K trail
crew have provided a more active recrea-
tion component to the BRP.

Citizen Sci
All around the United States, everyday
citizens participate in a wide variety of
data collection that is passed onto uni-
versities and government agencies.
Scientific protocols are followed in order
to insure the quality of the data sets
collected. In keeping with our mission
0Oto promot e
and educationo
citizen science projects for interested

members.
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visitors to access the trails planned for
that area (Zone Three of the Concept
Plan).

With the help of a donor, FBRP hired a
part -time Administrator, Ms. Kelly Kirk,
owner of Back of the Napkin Marketing

In addition to revamping our webpage,
Kelly has streamlined processes for those
willing to volunteer, sign -up for a tour,
and joining the FBRP. Her expertise has
made outreach for the fall fundraiser
possible.

Our fundraiser goal is to raise the $24,000
in matching funds we will need for an an-
ticipated Recreational Trails Program
grant. With that money we hope to create
a new trailhead.

We are very excited about our Citizen
Science Projects and hope to add two more
this spring: a survey of amphibians and
restoration of the decommissioned MUA
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Upcoming, our Trail Crew will focus
upon the construction of new trails in
the upland area
this winter/spring.  This will provide
more exciting trails for trail runners
and mountain bikers looking for a long-
er more aerobic experience.

None of this would be possible without
the dedication of our trail crew, who
have done a great job at clean up
events, trail signage, and trail mainte-
nance. Thank you all for your efforts.
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retention basins with native plants. All
our projects seek to expand scientific
knowledge about this special Pine
Barrens island and support the native
plants and animals making their homes
in the Black Run Preserve.

Thank you to the many volunteers who
have staffed our table for outreach
events, the fall fundraiser committee,
our citizen scientists, and our hard-
working trail crewmembers. Please
become a member and follow our
events, tours, and meetings on our
webpage: www.blackrun.org

Enjoy the trails. Be safe. Have fun.

John Volsa

BRP Founder and Chair

Sincerely,

Bortonds Road
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